environmental degradation of the virus.
The prevalence of NSIs in Australia is not known. However, recent publications would suggest that NSIs in Australian hospitals occur at a significant rate',', which is probably not different to that of 15 years ago ' ' . Transmission of Hepatitis C, and not HIV, poses the greatest risk.
Overseas data paint a similar picture. In the US, 300,000-800,000 ', and in the UK, 100,000 WSIs are estimated to occur each year. The precision of such estimates remains affected by the under-reporting of NSIs even today' " Translated to a practical denominator, it has been suggested that the NSI rate/10,000 healthcare workers per annum ranges between 113 (1.0%) and 623 (6.2%>), with a mean of 405 (4%)'.
Adjusted for numbers, medical and nursing staff appear to be of relatively equal risk and it is to these groups that preventative strategies need to be directed. Transmission risk is greatest with hollow-bore needles. However, about one- to where the risk is occurring -in many Australian hospitals, healthcare workers are still no more protected against NSIs than they were more than a decade ago.
